Plants: Don't overwater your houseplants. More
plants die from over-watering than from drying out.
Collect rainwater or recycle water from fish tanks to
water your plants.

DON’'T WAIT TO FIX LEAKS!

Leaks can account for 10 percent or more of the
water bill and waste both water and energy if the
source is a hot water faucet. In the average house-
hold, water lost through leakage can be 9.5 gallons
per person per day. For example, a toilet with a silent
leak can waste 2,700 gallons of water a month.

Toilet Leaks: Most of the water lost to leaks is
attributable to toilet leakage. Approximately 25
percent of all toilets leak. To determine if the toilet
is leaking, remove the tank lid after the tank has
stopped filling. You may be able to see a leak or hear
water running. If not, you may still have a “silent
leak.” To test for a silent leak, mix a few drops of
food coloring or place a dye capsule or tablet
(available from home improvement centers and
many utilities) into the water in the toilet tank. Do
not flush the toilet. Wait about 10 minutes, and if
the dye appears in the toilet bowl, the toilet has a
silent leak. The most common causes of toilet leaks
are: worn or improperly seated flappers, worn or
broken ballcocks (try replacing washers and
tightening screws first), leaking refill valves, broken
or improperly adjusted lift chains and handle rods,
or poorly sized replacement parts. Toilet parts can
deteriorate faster when automatic toilet bowl cleaners
are used. Check each item, replace worn parts with
good quality parts as necessary, and retest to make
sure the leak has been fixed. Universal parts often do
not work, so you may need to ask for replacement
parts specific to your toilet brand.

Faucet Leaks: Faucet leaks are usually caused by
worn washers or “O” rings (for a washerless faucet),
which are inexpensive and can be replaced with a

ﬁ Printed on recycled-content paper

screwdriver and an adjustable wrench. If that doesn’t
work, you may need to replace the entire stem
assembly. Note the faucet brand and take the original
part with you to a home improvement center.

Other Leaks: The water meter can be used to check
for invisible or unnoticed leaks. Turn off all faucets
and water-using appliances. Read the dial on the
water meter and record the reading. After 15 to 20
minutes, recheck the meter. If no water has been
used and the reading has changed, a leak is occurring
somewhere in the plumbing system. The services of a
plumber or trained water utility employee are often
required to locate and fix these invisible leaks. The
water meter is often located along the property line
near the street.

Developed by the Texas Water Development Board.
Some reference material was adapted from the
Handbook of Water Use and Conservation

by Amy Vickers (WaterPlow Press, 2001).
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According to the Texas State Water Plan, Texas

Austin, Texas 78711-3231 existing water sources will meet only 75 percent of

www.twdb.state.tx.us the projected water demand by 2050. Single-family

residential indoor water use in the U.S. is an average

of 69 gallons per person per day. You can easily save

20 gallons per day just by installing water efhicient
fixtures and reducing leaks. Practicing good water use
habits can save even more. Using water more
efficiently will also save energy and money, and
protect the quality of life of future generations. We

must be responsible and save water now.



